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• What are the available and required HADR capabilities and 
capacities of IO and NGO networks that can provide direct 
assistance to address a humanitarian crisis in the DPRK in 
support of USG objectives on the Korean Peninsula?
• The recent geopolitical changes to the U.S.-ROK-DPRK 
relationship indicate a need to better understand crisis response 
on the Korean Peninsula. 
• The role of U.S. forces in crisis response on the peninsula is 
unique due to the capabilities of ROK government.
• Through research and social network analysis (SNA), the team 
clarified the importance of NGOs to crisis planning and crisis 
response on the Korean Peninsula.
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Results
• Organizations with diverse capabilities aligned with the 
UN Cluster Model were generally able to maintain 
operations in the DPRK despite geopolitical changes. 
• U.S. forces should work with Office of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (OFDA) and other key interlocutors to 
support the combined crisis response plan. 
The “So What” Next Steps
• Identify gaps in capabilities in the crisis plan. How 
can these gaps be addressed through other 
organizations or education?
• Future research to build NGO network based on 
classified information.
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Research design
• Research design: SNA
• Open-source data gathered from NKNews, UN, 
ROK Ministry of Unification (MOU), 
International Organization of Migration (IOM), 
ReliefWeb, Congressional Research Service 
Reports (CRS Reports) 
• Crisis resources can be best utilized, and response 
is most effective when organizations best 
connected to the NGO network are identified. 
• Educate the force on the ROK crisis response plan 
and the role of NGOs in this plan.
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